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From Down Town Abu Dhabi: 
 
This is really most odd.  The village seems 
a very long way away just now.  (Well, of 
course, it is quite a long way off, but that’s 
not what I mean). 
 

Getting up at the crack of dawn to be at 
my desk by 7am is bad enough, but, being 
British, we keep on working until late into 
the evening (there’s nothing else to do, 
really, when you’ve been to the shops). 
 

So it’s tiring.  But it’s also disconcerting to 
be in the middle of one of the very richest 
cities on the planet and find such poverty - 
both of income and motivation.  Getting 
anything done requires Job-like patience.  
But no matter!!  We’re nearly done, and I 
should be flying home in time to get this 
month’s magazine printed.  Fingers 
crossed.   
 

I’ve been kept well in touch with goings on 
in the village, so, with a bit of luck, 
everything that would usually be in the 
magazine will be here.  If not, it’s entirely 
my own fault for not arranging my work 
around the magazine. 
 

I was really keen to do a windswept and 
interesting bit of bird news about the 
feathered friends in and around Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai - but, try as I might, I couldn’t 
find anyone who was in the slightest bit 
interested, nor a book to find out for 
myself.  Such a shame, because there are 
some real beauties.  There’s so much 
conspicuous consumerism going on it 
seems there’s no time to stop and check 
out the wildlife.  Ho hum. 
 

But LOTS of home-grown bird news this 
month, which gives me a chance to do lots 
of pictures. 
 

I’m almost disappointed that there’s no 
Railway news in this issue - I spent ages 
getting all the books and mugging up on it 
so I could join in the debate, and then it 
stopped…  
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From Ray Naish in Southmead Hospital 
 
When families move to Kenn they often stay a very long time!  A few examples: 
 
The Flowers have lived at Whitehouse Farm for over seventy years; 
 
 The Byes at Kenn Pier Farm for nearly 80 years; 
 
The Tripps at Riverside for around 100 years; 
 
The Staples at Riverside Farm for over 100 years; 

 
The Pikes on Moorside 
Farm for over 100 years; 
 
The Hazell family at 
Manor Farm for about 
115 years; 
 
The Staples at Myrtle 
Cottage for well over 70 
years. 
 
Probably the longest 
stayers have been the 
Bakers and Willcoxes 
who have lived at Yew 
Tree Farm for at least 
200 years. 
 
The Stowells have lived 

at Newhouse Farm since 1924, the Naishes on Stonehouse Farm also since 1924; the Stowell 
family has lived at Portbury House Farm since about 1920.  Kenn Court has been occupied by the 
Dyers since about 1850. 
 
The Neaths and the Coxes have lived on Kenn Estate since it was built just before the second world 
war. 
 
The Griffin family has lived in Kenn since 1939, and the Taylor family has lived here since 1940. 

Thanks to Kenn 
 
Many thanks to all my friends in Kenn who sent greetings on the occasion of my 80th birthday, 
particularly those who joined me for a drink after Evensong on the 17th.  Thanks also for flying the 
flag and illuminating the church. 
 
It is great to live in such a caring community, albeit out on a limb. 
 
Best regards to all 
 

Mike Callow 
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Down on the Farm 
 

Southmead Hospital mid January 
 
The reports I am getting about the severe bout of weather we have had this last few weeks, has 
caused quite a bit of problems on the farms. 
 
Sheep, which normally feed on grass during the wintertime, have had to be hand fed because the 
snow was too deep for them to get to the grass.  This has caused much extra work for those who 
have to look after them. 
 
Luckily the snow in this area has not been deep enough to bury the sheep so that they did not have 
to be dug out. 
 
Another big problem has been frozen pipes in the sheds.  When farmers have hundreds of animals 
with no water to drink this is a terrific worry.  Also modern milking parlours have large amounts of 
pipe-work, not easy to keep free from ice, especially early in the morning when most people are still 
in bed. 
 
Candlemas Day 2nd February was the time when old-time farmers laid great store on what was 
happening with the weather around this time.  It was always said that Candlemas Day was the 
halfway point of winter and farmers should still have half of their foodstuff still in store. 
 
There are many rhymes written about the weather on Candlemas Day as I have written many times 
before, such as: “If Candlemas Day be clear and bright, winter will have another flight, but if 
Candlemas be dull with rain, winter is gone and wont come again” or “If Candlemas roars, winter’s 
before, but if Candlemas shines winter’s behind. 
 
During the next few weeks there will be hundreds of thousands of lambs born in this country.  
Hopefully the weather will be kind, not only for the sheep, but also for those who look after them! 
 

Ray Naish 
 

KENN FESTIVAL WINE & CHEESE PARTY 
 
A cold Friday night in January, stay home by the fire or drag myself down to the village hall?  What 
a difficult question, but for those who did venture out the reward was a thoroughly entertaining 
evening. Lots of wine flowed, which gradually loosened the tongue, and delicious bread and cheese 
probably prevented a bad hangover! 
 
We talked and we talked, but slowly a master plan began to emerge. The Festival started to take 
shape, people took responsibility for their ideas and thus more ideas were set in motion.  We had 
received apologies from several people who could not attend but who are willing and able to help. 
So start planning your Scarecrow, research your house, contribute to the Village Banner, smarten 
yourself up for the Village Photo and let Julia know about your talent! 
 
Thanks to John and  Grace, Robert and Joyce, Caroline and John for all your help. 
 

Robin and Marianna 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Although we don't have any specific information to pass on this month, you might find the website 
described below useful to access up-to-date news and contact details without having to wait for a 
newsletter. 
 
“Go to www.avonandsomerset.police.uk. Look for the "In my area" box on the front page. Click 
"View Map" and then click on the picture which represents North Somerset. On the next page click 
on "Nailsea Neighbourhood Area" and you are taken to our page. There you will be able to 
download and read the Newsletter applicable to you. 
  
The Newsletter contains articles and information about some of the initiatives we have undertaken 
to combat anti-social behaviour as well as our contact details. If you have five minutes I would urge 
you to take a look. 

  
Inspector Jon Owen Nailsea Police Station, Stockway South, Nailsea 

KENN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 
Sadly the January meeting of the Kenn W.I. had to be cancelled as it snowed most of the day 
before and for a part of the day itself.  It was thought that it would not be wise to ask our speaker, 
Mr Dobson, to turn out or to expect members to come either.  Mr. Dobson will come to talk to us in 
2011. 
 

We will hope for clement weather in February, when the talk is to be on the Samaritans.  The 
competition is for a hand crafted paper doily.  Before that date the skittles team will have played the 
next round in the tournament.  We wish them every success. 
 

It will be so good to all meet up again.  If you would like to join us, please come.  The meeting will 
be on 10th February at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 

Ann Holtham 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 1st February in the Village Hall at 
7.30 p.m.  All parishioners are welcome.  As requested the issue of Broadband availability in the 
village will be on the agenda.  Any contributions to the debate will be helpful. 
 
There will probably not be any developments in the Hinkley Point Connector business as the closing 
date for the consultation has been extended because of Christmas and the lengthy period of bad 
weather before and after Christmas.  It would appear from the responses that I have seen whizzing 
between Parish Councils that most parishes feel that this is not a proper consultation at all and that 
much more information on the alternatives under the sea or under the ground should have been 
costed and presented as part of the exercise.  Fortunately everyone seems to be singing from the 
same hymn sheet.  It does help. 
 
There will be an opportunity to discuss North Somerset’s Core Strategy which is a blueprint for how 
North Somerset sees itself developing until the 2020s.  The wishes expressed in the Parish Plan will 
probably have some bearing on Kenn’s response. 
 
Do come along and join in. 
 

Ann Holtham 

http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/
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KENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday  7th December  2009 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Present: 
John Griffin, Chairman; Sarah Clark; Sheila Naish; Cheryl Quinn; Robin Mackay; Hartley Staples; Rob 
Treble; Ann Holtham, Clerk; Councillor Mrs. J. Iles, and several members of the public. 
Apologies were received from Ms. J. Smith, and Mr. T.Moulin 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting which had been circulated were approved and signed. 
 

Matters arising: 
Telephone Kiosk.  The application to purchase has been submitted but nothing further has been heard.  If it 
is successful it will be necessary to decide what to do with it. 
Warrens Holiday Village.  There has been no answer to any of the enquiries.  Mrs. Iles will ask again and Ms. 
Smith will be reminded. 
Parish Plan.  The Parish Plan is absolutely splendid.  It was launched on 13

th
 November.  Liam Fox was 

unable to attend but a letter of congratulation was read to the meeting. 
Highways.  Kenn Road is being resurfaced from the motorway bridge for 1km towards Kenn Court.  Owing to 
lack of funds there is no immediate prospect of repairing the footpath near the Blind Yeo.  Mrs. Naish said 
she would pursue the matter. 
Bristol International Airport.  There is still a problem.  The complainant will continue to monitor the flights and 
Mrs. Iles will take the matter up with the Airport.. 
Christmas Tree.  The tree has been purchased and is to be put up on 8th December.  The arrangements for 
the switching on are in place. 
 

Finance: 
It was agreed that the following account should be paid: Mr. Mackay for expenses re the Parish Plan £518 
(Cheque 195); Ms. Holden for Parish Plan expenses £15.89 (Cheque 196); Mr. Gosling for Christmas Tree 
£62 (Cheque 197); Mr. R. Down, Parish Plan, £130.41 (Cheque 198); Connaught £5.75 (Cheque 199);Mr. R. 
Chappell, grass cutting £500 (Cheque 200); Mazars £138 (Cheque 201) 
It had been agreed at an earlier meeting that the fee for grass cutting should be reviewed when Mr. Chappell 
submitted his bill.  It was proposed that he should be paid £500 as the amount had not been raised for some 
years. 
Mr. Mackay proposed and Mr. Staples seconded that the Precept for 2010/11 should be £5,000 and that a 
project should be chosen from the Parish Plan and implemented. 
 

National Grid Hinkley Point C Connector: 
Standing Orders were suspended and the public participated fully in this discussion.  Most people present 
had attended one or other of the presentations given by National Grid.  It was generally felt that this was not 
a proper consultation as it was probably already decided what was to happen.  People would like to have had 
more information on alternatives rather than just two options for routes of overhead lines.  National Grid is to 
be asked whether there will be any 106 type agreement and what exactly the rules are about distances and 
exposures.  Copies of the response will be sent to our M.P. and District Councillors 
 

Waste Disposal: 
The Clerk reported on the new waste disposal arrangements which will start in April.  Food waste and 
recycling materials will be collected weekly and green waste and un-recyclables, fortnightly.  The new 
arrangements are being well explained in North Somerset Life which is delivered to every home by Royal 
Mail. 
 

Core Strategy: 
The consultation period for the new Core Strategy is about to begin and will run until February 14

th
 2010.  

The Clerk will distribute literature and it will be on the Agenda of the next meeting. 
 

Planning: 
09/P/1530/F.  Riverside Farm, Kenmoor Road.  No decision has yet been made 
 
 
The next meeting will be held on 1st February 2010. 
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KENN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
A meeting of Kenn Parish Council will be held on Monday 1st February 2010 in the Village Hall at 
7.30 p.m.   It is hoped that you will be able to attend.  The Hall will be open from 7p.m. for the 
inspection of plans.   
 
Ann Holtham, Clerk to the Parish Council 
 
AGENDA: 
 
1 Apologies for absence 

2 Minutes of last meeting (attached) 

3 Declarations of Interest and Suspension of Standing Orders 

4 Public Participation on any item on the Agenda 

5 Reinstatement of Standing Orders 

6 Matters arising 

National Grid Hinkley Point C Connector 

1 Kenn Festival 

2 Warrens Holiday Village 

3 Highways 

4 Bristol International Airport 

7 Finance 

8 Request for payment:  Dog fouling bin £5.75; Mr. J. Griffin £16; Village Hall rent £150; Miss A. 
Holtham, Clerk’s fee £1,800  

9 Broadband 

10 Core Strategy 

11 Planning. Progress report 

12 11.  Correspondence 

13 Any other business 

14 Date of next meeting 

Guess the Villager 
  

Last month it was, as several of you spotted, James Griffin (Happy 
Birthday, by the way!) 
  
So who’s this good-looking chap?   
  
Answers to Hazel, Robert or Margaret. 
  
 
Photo prepared  
by Robert - many thanks (again!) 
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Margaret's Mutterings 
  
Kenn Church Room Coffee Morning Saturday 16th January was wonderfully well attended and the 
magnificent sum of £90 was raised for Children's Hospice South West.   Our thanks go to Jane 
Staples, daughter Joanna and Granddaughter Molly for hosting this most successful event.    
  
The February Coffee Morning on Saturday 20th will hope to raise lots of money for the Earthquake 
Victims of Haiti. 
  
News from the Ox House, Kenn Street - following an incident with a forklift truck in a local builders’ 
merchants yard, Rob Treble is now on crutches, having had a bone in his leg broken.  We send him 
our sympathy and hope he’ll soon be on the mend. 
 
A Granddaughter for Brian and Juliet Stowell - 11.11pm on Thursday 14th January was the moment 
when Ella Hibbs was born at Southmead Hospital.  A first granddaughter for Brian and Juliet of New 
House Farm and a baby sister for Sam and Thomas of The Maples.  Congratulations to proud 
parents Clare and Matt.  The flag was flown in celebration on Friday 15th. Ella is also the first great-
granddaughter of Mrs Beryl Stuckey aged 94 who also lives at New House Farm. 
  
Ray Naish, our Churchwarden Emeritus, is again in Southmead Hospital undergoing dialysis and 
other treatment - this has not stopped him from penning his Farming Notes for Moor News and we 
have taken the liberty of reproducing them in this issue of K.N. & V.  He is being wonderfully visited 
by family, friends and neighbours and Jean usually manages to visit each day. 
  
Social Committee Jumble Sale - due to various reasons, the February Half-Term Jumble Sale to 
raise funds for the 2010 Christmas Parties has been postponed until just after Easter so please 
make a diary note of Wednesday 7th April at 2.00pm. This gives us all plenty of time to sort out 
some really saleable items, raffle prizes and ensure that we are available to help, serve or just 
spend lots of money. 
  
Welcome - to Brian and Joan Thompson who have recently moved into One Elm, Kenn Street, 
opposite the church.  Brian, who is a keen birdwatcher is already known to several of us and we 
look forward to welcoming them both to Village events.  
  

THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 
 
The first market of 2010 brought two new sellers, Carl of the Veg.box, Clevedon with a wonderful 
selection of fresh vegetables and Ellie with her fascinating array of oils and candles, etc.  They have 
booked tables for the next market on February 27th and we hope they will stay with us after that. 
 

Another new face has reserved a place for selling home baked bread so we are really thriving now 
and have over 20 tables occupied. 
 

We are grateful for the new tables purchased from the village hall fund and these have enabled us 
to accommodate the new sellers. 
 

This month we have supported the Haiti disaster fund and £100  has been donated from the special 
collection, refreshment and table money combined. This was a fantastic effort and thank you all for 
your support.  Additionally Robert Down Photography sold pictures that raised a further £55  for this 
fund.  Thank you to all who purchased a print. 
 

Please make a date to be with us again on February 27th. 
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CONTRATULATIONS TO RICHARD JAEHME 
 
After months of planning (and years of thinking about it!) Richard successfully sailed across the 
Atlantic Ocean in December 2009, together with the help of 3 other like-minded guys on board a 43’ 
yacht. 
 
The journey started in Gran Canaria, ended in St Lucia, and took 18 days and 1 hour to complete, 
covering 3,800 miles. 
 
This was part of the ARC – a trans-Atlantic race for yachts of all shapes, sizes and classes.  
Richard’s boat, Elixir, came 10 th in class out of 23 and 157th overall out of 230.  So for a boat full of 
first timers (does that make them Virgin Atlanticers?) we think they did incredibly well. 
 
During their journey they had flying fish committing suicide on top deck.  Having made the ultimate 
sacrifice it seemed only polite to cook and eat them.  They also saw waves of fluorescing micro-
organisms in the sea, which glowed  in many colours at night as the boat cut through the waves.  
This, together with shooting stars, made quite a spectacle. 
 
Fishing was definitely on the agenda, with several tuna and dorados being caught and cooked for 
dinner.  They even had tuna sushi (raw tuna marinaded in oil and herbs overnight).  However, they 
met their match when the fishing line suddenly went very taut and it took two guys all their strength 
to haul in their catch.  When the creature was getting closer to the boat, hearts were in mouths as 
they spotted a large fin coming straight towards them.  Finally, they managed to haul their catch on 
board to discover it was a very cross Marlin, weighing around 80lbs!  After struggling with it for 
several minutes, Marvin the Marlin got the better of four strong guys and escaped back into the sea. 
 
The highlight of the trip was one night when the moonlight was so strong that the guys were on top 
deck reading.  Imagine their alarm when suddenly they could all hear loud breathing around them.  
Having checked that no-one was having an asthma attack, they then saw that two whales had 
joined them for company (probably pilot whales) and these animals stayed with the boat for about 
an hour.  When they decided it was time to leave, one of them swam towards the stern of the boat, 
and as a wave of about 12’ broke behind the boat, the whale breached and came right out of the 
water, re-entering the waves within arms-reach of the lads.  What an experience! 
 
Great celebrations took place in St Lucia, with street parties and steel bands welcoming everyone 
home.  Martin and I were there to greet them as they sailed into port and we can vouch for the rum 
punch tasting exceptionally good! 
 
 

So it’s back to normality 
for the Four Watery 
Musketeers now, but the 
memories will last a 
lifetime.   
 
Our congratulations to 
Richard, Richard, Gareth 
and Andrew. 
 

Liz Jaehme 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 
  

 

The Village Market in February 
  
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 
February 27th  10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 6th and 18th January 
  
Green Waste - 12th January 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 13th January, 7:30pm 

Kingston Historical Society Meeting  
on Saturday Feb 27th  

at 7.30 for 7.45pm  
at Kingston Village Hall  

at which Paul Gregory will be giving the talk  
all about the WC and P Railway 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don’t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries in 
February 
 
1st Tim Taylor  
2nd Katy Hill 
4th Bethany Stowell 
8th Nathan Caney 
10th Win Cole  
11th Alexis Papasolomontos 
14th Richard Dyer 
15th John Andrews 
       Ella Rose Wilson 
16th Marianna Mackay 
17th  Jeff Naish 
        Julian Gale 
21st  William Cheek 
22nd Polly Summerell               
        Lizzie Dyer 
23rd Lorraine & Jonathan Allison 

wedding anniversary 
25th  James Griffin 
        Rebecca Stowell 
26th  Amelia Ann Bone 
27th Jenny Pascoe 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 
 
Family Service January 
  
Recipe for a delicious service 
 
Ingredients: 
 
1 curate ( Rev Linda Evans if poss) 
1 banana 
1 dollop of chocolate spread  
2 slices bread 
Assorted helpers/implements etc 
Large congregation to observe/taste test 
  
Ask helpers to mash/mix banana +choc 
spread, 'til sloppy. Scoop mix between slices 
and use as metaphore for Divine Love 
surrounding us, without which, we are a bit of a 
mess. 
  
Serve with  love and wit. Follow with 
coffee ,chat and biscuits 
 

Julia Bush 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 
The coffee Morning in Kenn New Room on 
Saturday 20 February 10am to Noon will be in 
aid of the Haiti Earthquake appeal. 
 
There will be a cake stall. 

We flew the flag on the following 
occasions: 
 
15th January: the birth of Ella Hibbs, daughter 
to Claire & Matthew Hibbs 
 
18th January: Mike Callow's 80th Birthday. 

Altar Guild for February: 
 
Jan Bedford & Annie Sylvestor 
  

Alter Guild For March: 
 
Julia Bush, Jenny Pascoe & Jean Fenwick 

The Tower was lit: 
 
On January 18th in honour of Mike Callow’s 
wonderful 80 years. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 258 FEBRUARY 2010 

12 

Andy Hicks from Duck Lane (who provides us with the Brass Band for the Carols on the Green) is 
playing with his band (The Flowers Band) at the Colston Hall on 6th March. The evening is entitled 
a "Brass & Choral Spectacular" and is part of the Bristol Brass Festival. 
 
Andy has supported the village and it would be nice to think the village will support him. 
 

Tickets are available from the Colston Hall Tel: 01179223686 or the web sites 
www.cityofbristolchoir.org.uk or www.colstonhall.org.uk 

 
Robin 

Village Banner 2010 
  
As part of the Kenn Festival 2010 it would be lovely if we could organise a village banner consisting 
of images showing  as many houses in Kenn as possible.  
  
Each house would be represented by a small panel roughly 6 inches square and then sewn 
together to form one great banner which could be up to 6 feet square.  I envisage the finished work  
being  shown at village events and being a permanent historical record of Kenn in the year 2010. 
  
If you are interested in getting involved we would like each individual panel to be 6” by 6” (with a 1” 
unfinished border for sewing onto the backing).  Your finished panel can be presented using any of 
the following techniques:  tapestry, appliqué, embroidery or if you have any other suggestions 
please contact me. We will also need volunteers to sew the church, pub and village hall plus any 
other communal areas.  I will be at the launch party on 29th January so we can discuss this further. 
  
Val Maloney, Mead Cottage, Duck Lane. 01275 872434 

http://www.cityofbristolchoir.org.uk
http://www.colstonhall.org.uk
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SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2010 
 

1st Sunday  7th THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT  

8:00am Holy Communion at Kenn*     
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton             
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve 
11:00am Morning Service at Claverham   
11:00am Family Service at Kingston Seymour (Plough Sunday)     
6:00pm Evensong at Yatton 
   
 
2nd Sunday  14th THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT   

8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton     
9:30am Family Communion at Yatton   
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham   
11:00am Trinity Praise at Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion at Kenn    
6:00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour*   
6:30pm Holy Communion at Cleeve 
   
 
3rd Sunday  21st THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT   

8:00am Holy Communion at Claverham*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
2.30pm Holy Baptism at Yatton   
6:00pm Evensong at Kenn 
   
 
4th Sunday  28th THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT   

8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton   
8:00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton 
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve                               
11:00am Education Sunday Service at Court de Wyck School   
11:00am Family Service at Kenn (Plough Sunday)     
6:30pm Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton Methodist Church  
  
 
HOLY DAYS IN FEBRUARY 17th ASH WEDNESDAY   

10:00am  Holy Communion at Yatton with Imposition of Ashes   
11:00am  Holy Communion at Kenn with Imposition of Ashes        
7:30pm  Team Communion at Yatton with Imposition of Ashes  
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Bird News 1 

 

Firstly a warm welcome to Bryan and Joan Thompson who moved into One Elm, Kenn Street just 
before Christmas (in the snow!)  Bryan has been an active local birdwatcher for many years and is a 
Council Member of the Bardsey Bird and Field Observatory.  Bardsey is a small island off the Lleyn 
peninsula in North Wales.  If anyone fancies a holiday away from it all then see Bryn. 

The cold weather produced a steady stream of Lapwings heading south west just before Christmas, 
and an equally steady passage of Golden Plover, also to the south west just prior to the new year.  
The big freeze did, of course, bring many birds into gardens with Fieldfares and Redwings feasting 
on berries being the most obvious.  This has been the biggest gardens invasion by theses species, I 
believe, since 1985.  Generally, most of our small birds seem to have coped and survived pretty 
well.  It has been good to have several reports Kingfishers after the freeze - John Croxton saw two 
(and a Green Sandpiper) on Kenn Moor.  Long-tailed Tits are still evident but one bird that has 
suffered is the Goldcrest - any reports of these birds would be most welcome. 

The Strawberry Line Barn Owls have not been seen during the day which in itself is a good sign.  
Hopefully they have found a food supply which was not locked in by snow and ice.  A Barn Owl has 
been seen regularly around Ham Lane, Kingston Seymour, at dusk. 

The YACWAG Christmas bird survey attracted 95 participants including quite a few children.  The 
survey results confirmed the continuing rise of Goldfinches in gardens and indicated that 
Greenfinches may be beginning to recover from their disease problems.  Bullfinches were seen in 
12 gardens and Song Thrushes in 45 - a splendid outcome encouraging my belief that they are 
steadily increasing in number. 

Tim Bush reported an unusual bird in his new garden which I think may have been a Woodcock.  
They do come into gardens in hard weather (one was photographed at Filton) as do Snipe/  Jackie 
Huxtable was excited to have prolonged views of an Otter near to Cooks Lane and when I reported 
this I was told there had been another sighting a couple of days later by another observer and that 
two sightings so close together in unusual. 

A wandering Red Kite was seen in the Gordano Valley and, less impressive but more remarkable, a 
Corn Bunting - presumably forced from it usual haunts (in the Cotswolds?) by the snow. 

Lots of Snipe took refuge on the banks for the River Yeo, where Teal numbers increased and 
Redshanks were seen right up to Congresbury.  A Green Sandpiper (Wemberham) and a pair of 
Shoveler (Congresbury) were also notable. 

Twenty-two Linnets were feeding along the Strawberry Line where there seemed to be Bullinches 
everywhere.  Snipe were much more visible, and a Stonechat was seen.  In Yatton, Tawny Owls 
have been calling around the station area. 

With the reservoirs freezing many ducks have moved to the coast and Teal and Wigeon flocks had 
increased along the sea wall.  A flock of 30 plus Shoveler was very notable and five Goosanders 
were on the sea at Clevedon.  There were even two Goldeneye on the Marine Lake at Weston 
super Mare. 

In Littlewood (Kenn Moor), Great Spotten Woodpecker, Treecreeper and a small flock of 
Goldfinches have been present.  YACWAG has been servicing the next boxes and our party flushed 
a Woodcock, but only after four of us (hammering in nails and making a noise) had been standing 
right next to it for 10 minutes! 

There has been a tiny male Merlin on Kenn Moor, seen harassing a mixed flock of Starlings, 
Fieldfares (100) and Redwings (50). 

Trevor Riddle 

01934 835208 
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Bird News 2 
 
Jeff Naish reports 46 swans in a field at West End, Nailsea.  As the winter comes to an end and the 
spring comes they are gradually pairing off. 

Ray Naish 

Thursday, 7th January 2010.  
 
Snow covers the lawns and garden though the sun is bright and dazzling. About 2.15pm, while 
reading a book, I hear what I assume to be a seagull wailing as it wheels overhead outside. I should 
have realised it was a more painful cry than that - five minutes later, under our fir bush at the 
eastern side of the back garden we see a Sparrowhawk plucking at what appeared to be a 
blackbird. (Eleanor said she did see a bright yellow beak and the remaining feathers confirm our 
guess - but no skeleton left at all, or beak!)  No doubt the blackbird was diving for cover into a more 
dense fir tree alongside where it either lives, or uses as a subterfuge on its way to its nest next door. 
This time, unfortunately, it didn't quite make it to safety.  A photo into the sun through the patio door, 
with all the reflections was out of the question.  I put on my shoes and was just about to get the 
digital camera (which i know Hazel can download from) and try to creep outside when I see a flicker 
of shadow and he's gone. Will Hazel ever believe me? Good job Eleanor saw it as well! 
  
This is the second time one has used our garden as a feeding stop, that we know of. The first time 
was many years ago and the remains then suggested the meal had been pigeon. 

                                                                                           Geoff Marchant 

Just a quick bit of bird news for the village mag. We have a daily visitor to the crab apple tree in our 
front garden at Orchard End. I didn't recognise him from my limited knowledge of bird species, but 
when I looked him up on the internet I discovered he is a Fieldfare from Scandinavia. 

Lisa Court 
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ACCIDENTS WAITING . . . 
 

A second book on the joys and disasters of parish life by the journalist wife of a Somerset Vicar abandons the diary 

form of her previous one for a series of emails to the outside world. 

 

Celia Andrews, wife of Revd Prebendary John Andrews of Yatton Moor Team in North Somerset insists her 

characters in Accidents Waiting…   are fictional, including the central Vicarage family, but people and incidents 

may well trigger memories in the Somerset parishes they have served. 

 

And she may just have cast her net even wider as she served 20 years as editor of the diocesan newspaper The 

Grapevine until it ceased publication in January.  

 

“The soap opera that was the life of the previous parishes of the first book, Cinderella & the Three Wise Men, has 

been abandoned - but a new one is about to begin for a family prone to disaster from day one,” she said. 

 

“The new parishes have only a few days to prepare before the most staid kind of parish events, such as a Nativity 

Play, Baptism or Pet service, descend into chaos - and the Bishop visits at his peril.” 

 

Celia is a published poet, the latest being in the anthology Poetry Rivals (Forward Press) and published short story 

writer. 

 

Accidents Waiting. . .  and  Cinderella & The Three Wise Men are published by Cherry Tree House Books at £6.99. 

(ISBN 978-0-9549211-1-8). 

The day before I flew out to the Emirates, it snowed.  I missed all the rest of it….                  Hazel  
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Broadband 
 

In the Parish Plan there was mention of poor broadband in the village and as a Computer 
Scientist I thought it would be helpful if I gave a little background information so everyone 
knows what it is and what are the issues. 
 

There are several ways to connect to the internet. For example, until  few years ago you 
used dialup, where your computer dialled a special number to connect to your Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) who would connect you to the Internet. The main problems with this 
were low speed, unreliability of the connection and that it tied up a phone line for the 
duration of the connection. 
 

Along came broadband. This uses the same telephone lines from your house but by clever 
techniques it can send signals along the lines simultaneously with a normal phone 
conversation, yet inaudible to you. As it doesn't tie up the line for calls you can be connected 
to the internet all the time. Your computer will have an ADSL modem or router connected to 
the line. All you have to do is use what is known as a splitter or filter on each phone and be 
very careful how extension sockets are wired. The article in the last KN&V mentioned some 
equipment and this is a newer form of splitter that has had very good results in a number of 
cases. 
 

There are two other ways relevant to us by which you can be connected to the internet: 
 

One is by cable. This is still broadband but uses fibre optic cable to carry the signals to the 
exchange.  Virgin is the main provider and most towns and cities are now wired for cable.  
We don't have it in Kenn. 
 

A newer method is mobile broadband.  Similar to mobile phones, you plug the transmitter/
receiver into a USB port on your computer and you can connect to the internet on the move.  
Currently the coverage is patchy and last time I checked we are not covered. 
 

Going back to broadband over phone lines, the problems we have in Kenn are speed and 
reliability. Speed appears to be 2-3M at one end of the village and 0.5M in other parts. I 
would say that 2 - 8M is a reasonable target to aim at for most people.  Speed is determined 
by the quality of the line and the major problem is the distance we are from the exchange.  
The further you are, the lower the attainable speed.  Also, in our case many of the lines are 
very old, some are aluminium and not copper and most are overhead and subject to the 
elements and this does not help.  At the exchange the broadband signal is handled either by 
BT or by equipment installed in the building by some ISPs themselves, principally TalkTalk 
and Tiscali (now owned by TalkTalk). However, no matter how advanced their equipment is, 
it cannot make up for poor lines, which are maintained by BT Openreach. 
 

These are the basic issues and it is hoped that as a village we can work together with 
broadband providers and even possibly government, to get a good and reliable service for 
our community. 
 

Stephen Brain 
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Kenn Festival Time Capsule 
 

Fellow villagers with regard to the Kenn Festival in June some of us were contemplating what we 
most appreciate about Kenn. The countryside is beautiful, the pace of life slower, less pollution than 
in the city, we are in touch with nature and rural life. One aspect we tend to take for granted is the 
old buildings, many with their soft grey stone from Conguar Quarry, other rendered and in their soft 
muted colours. 
 
For 2010 and the festival it was thought it would be lovely to create a time capsul to keep a record 
these old buildings for prosperity. 
 
For this we need everybody’s help. 
 
We would like everyone who owns a building, house, barn, windmill or what ever to write us a short 
paragraph about the history of their building. Who lived there any funny or scary stories. 
 
To help you we are forming a panel of local expert, who will do their best to fill in the gaps in our 
knowledge. 
 
We will then photograph every old building in the village and surrounding area and produce a 
booklet. This would include a map denoting the location of each building. A photograph and your 
historical write up (we will do our best, but if it’s not 100% accurate it will certainly give a flavour of 
Kenn through the ages.) 
 
For the Festival we will sell copies of the booklet and produce a historical trail of Kenn. We can spot 
the houses and look up their history in our booklets. 
 
The children will be encouraged to do the Kenn equivalent to the “Dartmoor letter boxing” and we 
will provide stamps and ink pads for each front porch and each child will have a card to stamp. A 
prize will be given for children with the most stamps in each of their age groups. 
 
As we chatted this plan through with friends and neighbours in the village several questions have 
reoccurred and these are our answers so far: - 
 
1  How do I find out about the history of my house? 
 
Our local panel of experts - (those who have lived in Kenn for a long time will help you).  
Hartley Staples is heading up this team. Ray Naish has been so helpful over the years telling us the 
stories behind our houses, I am sure Hartley will be having many chats with him to help us with our 
research. We would love more volunteers to help Hartley with this task. 
 
2  How will it be organised  
 
We will divide the village into 4 areas for administrative purposes. Kenn Street, Duck Lane, Kenn 
Rd, Kenn Moor Rd & Davis Lane & Nail sea Wall. Each area will have a coordinator to ensure we 
have everyone’s permission to photograph their houses and to ensure you have handed in your 
histories and help if you need any help or advise. 
 
So far we have coordinators for Duck Lane (John Griffen) and Kenn Moor Rd (Heather Brain). We 
need volunteers for Kenn Rd & Kenn Street please. 

To be a road representative in either Kenn Street or Kenn Rd 
(mainly just collecting forms and checking we have all the information we need) 
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3  Can we make the project bigger and include the whole history of Kenn? 
 
Help! (says Heather) it’s a great idea! I love it but for the purposes of this time capsule let’s keep it 
simple and just to the historical tour. 
 
If someone would like to write a history of Kenn and make a book it could stand along side this, but 
at the moment let’s keep the idea simple so it is practical and will work and be completed on time. 
 
4  How old does my house have to be I would love to be involved? 
 
No one is excluded  no house is too young. If you have a story to tell of your house we would love to 
hear it and for it to be included. 
This is a time capsule and I hope the record will be kept for many years to come so it may well be 
ancient in the future. 
 
5  I’m hoping that we don’t hear this.... 
  “I don’t want to be involved - I don’t want my house photographed” 
   ...but if we do... 
 
We respect everyone’s freedom to be involved or not in this time capsule. This is why we are asking 
for a response so we are not chasing people who do not want to be involved. Please let either 
Heather Brain or John Griffin know so we don’t hassle you for a response. 
However we hope the whole village will take part. It’s our festival, our time capsule, our village and 
together we can make it special. 
 
6  What is Letter Boxing? 
 
If you have ever visited Dartmoor there are rubber stamps and clues hidden throughout the area. 
The idea is you find them and stamp your card or book. 
 
The Kenn version will be for children (or enthusiastic adults).  Each historic building will have it’s 
own stamp and pad in the porch or some other obvious place. The idea is that participants will have 
a card with lots of squares on it. You stamp the appropriate square with the appropriate stamp. As 
you complete your historic tour you stamp the square. Prizes will be given in each age group for the 
most stamps collected. 
 
7  Safety on the roads 
 
As we have no pavements in most of Kenn, road safety is paramount.  Parents will need to 
supervise children on the roads and some houses will need to be visited by car or bike.  If anyone 
needs a lift to complete the tour see their area coordinator. 
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8  What we need you to do 
 
Contact  Heather Brain, The Limes Kenn Moor Rd, BS21 6UB  01275 342235   
or preferably by email   heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk 
 
We need to know if you are happy / not happy to take part in the time capsule project 
 
Your name & address  ……………………………………………………………… 
 
E mail address if appropriate .……………………………………………………………… 
 
Also contact me if you can help by being an area coordinator for  Kenn St and Kenn Rd. 
 
 
Help Harley Staples and Ann  Holtham by joining the local expert group. 
 
 
 
Kenn Festival 25th – 27th June 2010 
 
Historic House Tour 
 
Please fill in this form and either put it in a box by the Village Hall  or at The Limes, Kenn Moor Rd. 
 
Alternatively, email the reply to  heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk 
 
Your name     ……………………………………………………………… 
 
Name of the property   ……………………………………………………………… 
 
Address of the property  ………………………………………………………………. 
 
Telephone number   ………………………………………………………………. 
 
E mail address    ……………………………………………………………… 
 
 
I am willing / unwilling for my house to be used in the Kenn Village Historic House Tour. 
 
I need help to research the history of my building     yes /  no 
 
Volunteers needed  
 
I have lived here a long time and I am happy to help newcomers research who previously lived in 
their house. Yes  /  No 

mailto:heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk
mailto:heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk
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The Air Training Corps 
 

Are you up for fun, adventure, incredible experiences and making new friends? Are you looking for 
something to give you the edge in life? Then welcome to the Air Cadet Organisation (ACO).  Better 
known as the 'Air Cadets', we’re a UK -wide cadet force with more than 40,000 members aged 
between 13 and 20 years. 
 

We're sponsored by the Royal Air Force and can give you hands-on experience of activities and 
courses that will challenge and develop your skills to help you succeed in whatever you want to do. 
 

The ACO is made up of two areas: 
 

Air Training Corps - The ATC is the RAF's cadet force, divided into six regions, 36 wings and more 
than 900 squadrons within communities around the UK. 
 

Combined Cadet Force (RAF) - The CCF (RAF) is our section of the CCF which is made up of 
cadets from all three services, coming together in approximately 200 independent and state schools 
across the country. 
 

Our aims are to: 
 

 Promote and encourage a practical interest in aviation and the Royal Air Force among young 
people. 

 Provide training which will be useful in the Services and civilian life. 
 Encourage the spirit of adventure and develop qualities of leadership and good citizenship. 
 And there's one more important thing - it's a lot of fun! 
 

Ready for a challenge? 
 

As a cadet you'll have the opportunity to do things that others only dream about. Want real flight 
experience? No problem. How about heading out on adventurous training and camps, sometimes 
overseas? Normal for cadets. Competitive sports, drill, shooting, music, abseiling, engineering 
projects? Our list of activities is long, varied and open to all cadets. Yes it's a challenge, but that's 
what life's all about. 
 

Get a head start 
 

We are not a recruiting organisation for the RAF but if you're thinking about a Service career, cadet 
membership will put you ahead of the competition. Or if you chose a civilian career our research 
proves you can go on to great things…employers just love the skills and experience that air cadets 
offer. 
 

Let's face it - where else would you be given the opportunity to fly solo in a glider or powered aircraft 
when you're 17? Whatever you do with your life, at the end of your time as a cadet you'll be self-
motivated, confident and ready for anything! 
 

Your Local Squadron is Clevedon 1446 ATC Squadron 
 
We are based at The Cadet Centre, Albert Road, Clevedon and this Squadron has been running here since 
1941.  We are always busy with various activities such as rifle shooting on our own range, flying and gliding 
scholarships, camps in this country and abroad, camouflage and concealment/night exercises/survival 
camping, as well as adventure training, visits to RAF bases and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award to name but a 
few!  Please do come and visit us, we are always pleased to see potential new recruits whether they are 
cadets - aged between 13 and 17, members of staff, or members for the committee!  As we are sometimes 
out and about, before you make your visit please ring us to make sure we are parading at the squadron that 
evening to avoid disappointment. To find out more then please give us a call on 01275 341150 to speak to 
any member of staff. We look forward to hearing from you! 

 
Civilian Instructor Aimee Jones 
Media Communications Officer 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


